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Introduction

Angels & Demons is a mystery-thriller novel issued in 2000 (bestselling item of that year), written by American author Dan Brown. The novel mentions the character Robert Langdon (professor of symbology at Harvard), who also appears in two next Brown's novels The Da Vinci Code and The Lost Symbol. The plot follows him as he tries to stop the Illuminati, a legendary secret society, from destroying Vatican City with the power of antimatter. It features many mysterious elements, such as Illuminati and the Catholic Church, thus being a great source of conspiracy. Ancient history, architecture, and symbolism are also heavily mentioned throughout the book. References to all works of art in Rome, where the story takes place, are entirely factual, as well as their exact locations. A film adaptation was released in 2009, making it even more well-known among the public.
Plot & Characters

The story begins in CERN, Switzerland, when its director Maxmilian Kohler discovers a mutilated dead corpse of a physicist Leonardo Vetra, with an ambigram reading "Illuminati"burned into his chest. Kohler contacts Robert Langdon who verifies the authenticity of the sign and after Vetra's adopted daughter Vittoria arrives, they find out that a canister containing a substance called antimatter have been stolen. This possess a great destructive potential making it capable of turning a small city into a big crater. And what is worse, the canister will explode in 24 hours unless it is brought back to CERN. Soon they realize, that the canister is hidden somewhere in the Vatican City. Moreover, 4 "preferiti"cardinals are kidnapped before the holy conclave (which is about to elect the new head of Catholic church after the recent death of previous pope) could begin. When Vittoria and Langdon arrive in Rome, nobody from Swiss Guard (Vatican police) takes this threat seriously, until Janus, an alleged member of Illuminati, announces intended murders of those 4 cardinals, one in every hour before midnight, when the antimatter is supposed to explode. These murders should be committed at so called "Altars of Science", unknown places in Rome. However, Langdon recognizes these to be the stops on the lost "Path of Illumination"and using the information from Vatican library, he is trying to retrace it. Unfortunately, he is late for each murder. In the meanwhile, Vittoria together with pope's chamberlain (Camerlengo) Carlo Ventresca investigate pope's dead body and verify Janus' claim, that he's been murdered (poissoned). Just before the midnight, Kohler comes to Rome to save the day but during the private meeting with Camerlengo he is shot dead by Swiss Guard, because he's thought to be an Illuminatus. Finally, Camerlengo seems to get a message from God himself, that the antimatter is hidden in the very tomb of St. Peter. When they finally find it, Camerlengo manages to bring it as high as possible in a helicopter and it explodes above the crowds gathered at St. Peter's square, attracted by those murders. Like a miracle, Camerlengo survives and cardinals even start to think about a possibility to elect him. However, Vittoria and Langdon find a record from that meeting of Kohler with Camerlengo and discover the truth, that Janus is actually Camerlengo, who designed it all in order to become a pope (thus no Illuminati exist). Kohler inferred this fact by using the information from the diary of Leonardo Vetra, where he found that Camerlengo had been told about antimatter weapon and its e_ects already long time before. When Camerlengo finds out that his plan crashed, he realizes that everything is lost and commits suicide.
Author

Dan Brown is an American author of thriller _ction, best known for the novel The Da Vinci Code. Brown's novels are set in 24-hour time period and feature the themes of cryptography, keys, symbols, codes and conspiracy theories. Two of his books, The Da Vinci Code and Angels & Demons, have been adapted into _lms. Several Brown's novels include Robert Langdon as a lead character, together with historical themes and Christianity. As a result, these ones have evoked lots of controversy.
